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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1. (Currently amended) A_Mmethod for the production of a N t e rnninal four 
kr i ngl e- containing fragm e nt of h e patocyt e growth factor ( NK4) comprising: 

(a) by express inflOfvef a nucleic acid encoding 6aid-NK4 in a microbial host cell, 

(b}_isolating ef-inclusion bodies contain i ng of said NK4 in denatured form, 

(c) solubilizingatiofhGf the inclusion bodies at a pH of 7-9 in a phosphate buffered 

solution, and 

(d) re naturingatleft-ef the denatured NK4 , characteriz e d in that solubilization and 
naturation ar e p e rform e d at a^pH ol7-9 in aLphosphate buffered solution. 

2. (Currently amended) A_Mmethod according to claim 1, wherein, after 
renaturatingoft, the NK4 is dialyzed with phosphate buffer aLpH 7-9 for at least 24 
hours. 



3. (Currently amended) A_Mmethod according to claim charact e r i z e d 
where in theat NK4 is purified after renaturation by hydrophobic interaction 
chromatography in the presence of aLphosphate buffer at pH 7-9. 

4. (Currently amended) A^Mrnethod according to claim 3. charact e riz e d where in 
theat chromatography is performed on butyl sepharose f-] or phenyl sepharose. 



3 



Application No.: To Be Assigned (this is the National Stage of PCT/EP2005/002177) 
Filed: March 2, 2005 

5. (Currently amended) A^Mrriethod according to any on e of claims 14g-4, 
charact e r i zed where in that-the amount of GSH-modified NK4 is between 0% and 50% 
of the total amount of NK4. 

6. (Currently amended) A_Mmethod according to claim 5, charact e riz e d wherein 
that-the amount of GSH- modified NK4 is between 0% and 20% of the total amount of 
NK4. 
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